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URBAN POLICY
AND
PLANNING UNIT
VISION
Urban Centers of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
engines of social, economic and cultural
growth, providing improved standards of
living for its citizens, and are globally
competitive.

MISSION
A demand responsive unit, catalyzing and
supporting formulation of sector policies,
institutional reforms, and capacity
development in line departments, to
manage urbanization; with improved
accountability mechanisms.

Please follow us
on Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanPolicyUnitKP

Urban Policy and Planning Unit (UPU),
Planning & Development Department,
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
signed an agreement with Pakistan Council
of Architects & Town Planner (PCATP) to
hold “Architects Competition for soliciting
beautiﬁcation concepts for Divisional
Headquarters in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.”
The purpose of this agreement is to provide
a framework of cooperation and facilitate
collaboration between the Parties with
regards to single stage architectural design
competition in the thematic areas of Parks
& Open Spaces, Entrances to the cities,
Monuments, Heritage, Water Fronts, Food
Courts & Pedestrianisation, and Tourism.
The PCATP has the mandate to protect and
promote the profession of architecture and
town planning in Pakistan.
PCATP will organize design competitions
for beautiﬁcation concepts in the
Divisional Headquarters and other

architecture and town planning related
matters to increase the role of architects and
town planners in the development process
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Through this
competition the UPU will identify the
projects in the thematic areas for the
designed competition and relevant
information to be disseminated to the
competitors.
The Executive Director, UPU Mr. Israr ul
Haq and Mr. Sikandar Hayat Khan,
Chairman Pakistan Council of Architects &
Town Planners have formerly signed the
agreement and thoroughly discussed the
way forward for organizing the
competition. Mr. Vasif Shinwari, Urban
Architect, UPU, Mr. Adnan Saleem, Urban
Planner, UPU, Mr. Tariq Mahmood,
Procurement Manager, UPU and Mr. Sajid
Khan, Executive Member, PCATP Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were also present on the
occasion.

TRANSFORMING CITIES INTO ENGINES OF ECONOMIC GROWTH & NICE PLACES TO LIVE
Stakeholders Consultative Workshop Held
to Seek Ideas for City Development Plans
Urban Policy and Planning Unit, Planning & Development
Department Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
collaboration with City Initiative for Asia (CDIA) organized a
one day workshop for soliciting ideas on preparation of 15-year
City Development Plans (CDPs) for Peshawar, Mardan and
Abbottabad.
The Cities Development Initiative for Asia (CDIA), funded by
the Governments of Germany, with additional core funding
support from the governments of Sweden, Austria, Switzerland
and the Shanghai Municipal Government as well as the Asian

increased economic opportunities, employment and social
inclusion as well as resilience in the cities.
Speaking at the inaugural session, Town-2 Nazim, Mr. Fareed
Ullah said that Peshawar is among one of the most urbanized
cities in the region. The Town Nazim informed that the
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had engaged CDIA to
assist in implementing its Integrated Development Strategy
2014-2018, which calls for effective management of urban
services to convert cities into centers of economic activities and

Development Bank, is supporting the Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in preparing 15-year City Development Plans
(CDPs) for the cities of Peshawar, Mardan and Abbottabad. The
workshop was held to engage with the citizens of Peshawar for
gathering information to achieve a common understanding of
the service requirements and identify priorities for city level
investments. The proposed investments are expected to lead to
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sources of employment generation.
Appreciating the high turnout of city residents, Mr. Fareed urged
that the involvement of common citizens in the decision-making
process was important to ensure that development initiatives are
community driven. He also acknowledged the many challenges
being faced by the city and its residents. “Now is the time to look
forward and build a better city for ourselves and for our families,
and we can only make it better by ensuring the city serves the
needs of all communities”, said Mr. Fareed Ullah.
The consultation and consensus-building session brought
together various stakeholders to identify a vision for the city and
then identify the services and investments needed to implement
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and deliver the agreed vision. The consultation workshop had
representatives from the government, civil society, academia,
businesses (both formal and informal), media, minority groups
and the disabled.
The main part of the consultation included group discussions,
where both men and women presented their vision for Peshawar.
Most of the presentations showed that there was signiﬁcant need
for assistance in planning and implementing infrastructure
projects across all subsectors particularly water supply,
sanitation and solid waste management. Central to this was the
need to improve how these services are delivered and managed

GROUP DISCUSSIONS

and an emphasis on treating citizens as customers who have the
right to demand services of a particular quality.

Concluding the session, Mr. Israr Ul Haq, Executive Director,
UPU, P&D, the chief guest, said that a successful model of urban
development can only go hand in hand with an increased sense of
well-being within the city environment. “Today's session is an
integral part of our city planning strategy, as we need you to share
your needs so we can ensure that we are preparing investments
and developing initiatives, which beneﬁt the people directly and
improve their well-being. And it is a reﬂection of our
commitment to ensuring the rights of the citizens of Peshawar”,
said Israr.
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World Water Day Celebration Observed
-Waste Waternd

World Water Day is commemorated every year on 22 March

sewerage system is responsible for fresh water contamination.

with a speciﬁc theme as a means of focusing attention on the

For highlighting the importance of water and raising awareness
amongst citizens, the Urban Policy & Planning Unit, P&D
Department in collaboration with USAID & University of Swat
commemorated the World Water Day in Mingora, Swat with a
clear message 'Save water, save lives.'

importance of freshwater and advocating for the sustainable
management of freshwater resources. This year the Day was
being marked under the theme “wastewater” in order to raise
awareness in support of reducing and reusing wastewater.
United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution in which
22 March was declared to be celebrated as World Day for Water.
The World Water Day is an international observance and an
opportunity to learn more about water related issues, be
inspired to tell others and take action to make a difference. Each
year, UN-Water, the entity that coordinates the UN's work on
water and sanitation, sets a theme for World Water Day
corresponding to current or future challenges. The engagement
campaign is coordinated by one or several of the UN-Water
Members with a related mandate.
This year the theme of World Water Day was “WASTE
WATER” because water is the most essential element of life,
without which there is no chance of life. The water resources are
being depleted through a number of anthropogenic resources
that includes industrialization, urbanization, climate change,
etc.
The untreated waste water from industries, hospitals and

The celebration included a seminar organized at the Wadudiya
Hall, Swat followed by students' painting competition, and
ﬁnally an awareness walk. Number of people from all walks of
life including the locals, academicians, students, politicians,
civil society organizations, government ofﬁcials,
environmentalists, and media persons participated in the event.
At the seminar the Vice Chancellor, University of Swat, Prof.
Dr. Jehan Bakht, who was the chief guest, and other experts
highlighted the importance of water in everyday life and
stressed upon the essential necessity of saving water from
underutilization, misuse, and contamination.
While highlighting the importance of water the experts said that
water is not only the primary need of every human for
sustenance but also the survival of every living organism,
including ﬂora and fauna, is dependent on it. Besides being the
cheapest source of eco-friendly hydropower, clean water seems
to be the primary reason of disputes amongst the coming
generations, they expressed.
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PURPOSE BEHIND THE CELEBRATION
 Joining hands with the world community for ensuring safety
and proper utilization of water resources;
 Conserving clean water from being depleted and accelerating
the efforts to bring the wastage to minimal level;
 Generating awareness among the citizens for their social
responsibilities and educate them about water related issues to
survive and plan for future;
 Motivating stakeholders about the importance of freshwater.

PAINTING COMPETITION

sketch the theme of the day in paintings and have a robust

On this occasion a painting competition regarding the day was

competition.
Later on, the Jury evaluated the paintings and appreciated the

also held under the theme 'waste water'. The students took part

students for their depictions of the day in various forms that

in this competition were from College of Home Sciences,

have communicated a clear message to save water and not to

Sharia & Law, Environmental Sciences, Forestry, Sociology,

waste it. The jury ﬁnalized top three paints were given away to

Zoology, Botany and Management Sciences departments of

Department of Sharia and Law took 1 position, College of

University of Swat. These students were divided in groups to

Home Sciences won 2

st

nd

rd

position and the 3 position was

grabbed by Department of Management Sciences respectively.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The participants have also given several recommendations for
improving water management in the province as under;
 Public awareness programs about the importance of
clean and safe water is required throughout in Khyber
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Pakhtunkhwa;
Strict implementation of Environmental laws is



needed;
Proper ﬁltration and disinfection of public water before



distribution, and regular monitoring;
Separation of Water supply and sewerage pipe
networks;
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Installation of Proper sewage collecting systems and



treatment plants;
Allocation of Proper budget for improving public water
on priority basis.

AWARDS DISTRIBUTION
At the end of the day Senior Ofﬁcers of Planning & Development
Department, Vice Chancellor, Registrar, University of Swat,
Director Monitoring and Evaluation, and Sr. Urban Environment
Specialist, UPU gave away certiﬁcates and trophies to the
position holders.
While concluding the ceremony senior ofﬁcers of P&D
Department thanked the experts and citizens for their
participation in the Day. On the occasion, all participants vowed
to individually as well as collectively generate awareness to
educate citizens for the savage of water everywhere.

NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN NATIONAL DAILIES FOR CITIZENS EDUCATION
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In-depth Study For
Peshawar Pedestrianization Policy & Conceptual Designs Completed
The outsourced study for “Design of Pedestrian Precincts and
Parking Plaza for Peshawar City has been completed and will
be tabled soon for formal approval to make it ready for
implementation by the relevant provincial line departments.
The quality of the environment in urban areas is of vital
importance. It is one of the main factors that determine whether
a city is a healthy place to live, whether the citizens enjoy living
there, and want their children to grow up there.
One of the key issues affecting the quality of the environment
and the quality of life in urban cities is the mix pedestrian and

living in the context of land management.
Addressing this dilemma being faced by the Peshawarties

vehicular roads trafﬁc.
The importance of pedestrianisation in developing countries is

Urban Policy and Planning Unit, Planning & Development

increasing continuously because vehicular access are

Department Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has carried
out a study, named, “Design of Pedestrian Precincts and
Parking Plaza for Peshawar City” to review the existing
pedestrian precincts and parking facilities in the city and
proposed way forward for the improvements.
The study was funded by USAID and outsourced to Urban Unit
Punjab (a Consulting Firm) to deliver in accordance with the
best international practices related to the Pedestrianisation.
The proposed plan & designs recommended in the study will
help to improve the existing infrastructure through updating of
old-fashioned facilities and provision of new pedestrian

overcoming in cities more and more, in result the attendance of

precincts and parking areas; thus ensuring safe mobility and

pedestrian in urban spaces will become less and less.
Peshawar is the capital city of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and has

accessibility of the people to their desired activity locations.

various social, environmental and transportation problems.
One of the major causes is the mix pedestrian and vehicular
trafﬁc with inadequate car parking facilities resulting into
unmanageable congestions.
Moreover, incongruent allied infrastructure facilities are
dismaying mobility and accessibility to public transport for
vulnerable citizens. The lack of efﬁcient networking is
resulting into unmanaged commercial and residential activities
with high population density with today's concept of modern

TRANSFORMING CITIES INTO ENGINES OF ECONOMIC GROWTH & NICE PLACES TO LIVE
Continued...

Broad Objectives Of The Study
facilities are of utmost important and necessity.
a. Improved quality of life through safe and integrated
pedestrian walkways ensuring mobility and

iv. Proposed and developed efﬁcient pedestrian
infrastructure for the people in the city.

accessibility for all.
b. Reduction in congestion through integrated parking

OUTCOME OF THE STUDY

provisions for efﬁcient trafﬁc management and
enhanced mobility.
i. Identiﬁcation of Parking Plazas in Saddar, Dubgari and
METHODOLOGY FOLLOWED FOR STUDY

Jannah Park.
ii. Proposed Pedestrian Precinct in Saddar, Dubgari and

i. Reviewed and analyzed the existing pedestrian
facilities within the city.
ii. Identiﬁed Pedestrian mobility and accessibility
hazardous locations in the city where modal conﬂicts
results in accidents.
iii. Identiﬁed hot spots in the city where pedestrian

Consultancy Awarded For “Geometric Design Manual”

inner city Peshawar.
iii. Prepared Pedestrian Policy for Peshawar
iv. Developed Android Application for Path Finder in
Peshawar City.
v. Proposed Conceptual designs and estimated cost for
Parking Plazas in Peshawar City.

Awarding and signing the agreement Executive Director, UPU
Mr. Israr-Ul-Haq hoped that Halcrow would carry out the

Urban Policy & Planning Unit, P&D Department is planning to
prepare a standard Geometric Design Manual in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to deal with the dimensions and layout of visible
features of a roadway with the objective of creating the
roadway facility to the characteristic and behavior of drivers,
vehicles, trafﬁc and terrain.
In this connection, the Unit with the ﬁnancial assistance of
USAID hired the services of Halcrow Pakistan (Pvt) Limited
and awarded the assignment for drafting Geometric design
standards that covers a wide range of issues such as choice of
horizontal and vertical alignment, road x-section, overtaking
provision, etc. The purpose of Geometric design manual is to
provide guidance and recommendations for all
categories/classes of the roads fallen in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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assignment within six months and will prepare a standard
Geometric Design Manual for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Mr. Sohail Ahmad, Transport Specialist, UPU, Mr. Haroon
Rashid, Research Analyst, UPU, Mr. Umair Hussain Khattak,
Research Associate, UPU, Mr. Qasim Bashir, Representative
of Halcrow along with team members were also present on the
occasion.
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