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THREE-DAY CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP ON UPDATING KHYBER
PAKHTUNKHWA BUILDING BYELAWS HELD IN COLLABORATION
WITH US - AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
A three-day workshop on “Updating Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa building byelaws” was organized by the
Urban Policy Unit, Planning & Development
Department, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
collaboration with USAID to propose recommendations
for updating the existing building byelaws of the
Province.
While speaking on the occasion, the Executive Director,
Urban Policy Unit thanked the experts for contributing
towards upgrading of the existing Building Byelaws of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by comparing the existing Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Building Bye-laws with those of other
national development authorities, identifying
shortcomings and recommending changes.
Highlighting the importance of the workshop he informed
the participants that their recommendations would
ensure the health and safety of citizens in residential,
commercial, educational and health facilities of the
province. These Building Byelaws would provide
guidance and regulations for the architects, planners
and the building control agencies to remove the
ambiguities.

Representatives of Departments for Event
1. Mr. Mehdi Abbas, C&W Department, Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
2. Alhaj Mazhar Sajjad, Local Government Department,
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
3. Ar. Atif Ur Rehman, UNICON
4. Dr. Syyed Mohammad Ali, University of Engineering &
Technology, Peshawar
5. Mr. Lal Badshah, Peshawar Development Authority
6. Ar. Marwat Khan, Professor CECOS University
7. Mr. Abid Ali, C&W Department, Government of KPK
8. Ar. Adnan Ahmad Khan, Chairman Department of
Architecture CECOS University
9. Mr. M. Ashiq, Cantonment Board Peshawar
10. Mr. S. Tahir Abbas, Kaghan Development Authority

11. Mr. Fida Mohammad Tanoli, Kaghan Development
Authority (KDA)
12. Ar. Abdul Qayuum Khan, Architects Bureau
13. Mr. Kalim Ullah, Municipal Corporation Peshawar
14. Ms. Sumera Izhar, UN HABITAT
15. Mr. Ghulam Abbas, UN HABITAT
16. Mr. Mohammad Khalid, Associate Professor of
CECOS University
17. Ar. Irfan Khalid, Peshawar Development Authority
18. Ar. Ihsan Subhani, Assistant Professor Department of
Architecture CECOS University
19. Ar. Talal Ali Babar, Gaheez Consultants (PVT) Lmtd
20. Ar. Nagina Gulzar, Lalazar Consultants
21. Eng. Irshad Ahmad, Municipal Corporation Peshawar
22. Ms. Almas Saleem, Representative of SheherSaaz
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A glance of groups discussion on the second day of Workshop

Broad Objectives of workshop
The following objectives were thoroughly remained
under discussion during this three days workshop:
 To review the existing Byelaws.
 To study and comparatively analyze building
byelaws of other cities of Pakistan.
 To identify the loopholes that impede effective
implementation of the existing byelaws.
 To identify the byelaws that are often being
violated.
 To enlist the parameters that must be
understood and reflected in the updated
byelaws.
 To identify the loopholes in the existing
byelaws.
 Suggestions / Recommendations to improve
and update the existing byelaws.

byelaws and note down recommendations for
improvement. The groups were given the following
topics for discussion;
1. Residential, Apartment Buildings/Flats
2. Hospitals/Educational buildings
3. Commercial and residential cum commercial
buildings
4. Public buildings and approved housing schemes
5. Industry/Industrial zones in built up areas

Methodology of Workshop
This three-day workshop was organized for generating
and collecting ideas for updating the existing Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa building byelaws.
The activities of workshop were divided in three long
days sessions including a short filed visit. The
participants / experts were also divided in five groups.
Each group was assigned different area of study where
the group has to comparatively analyse the exiting

The Resource Person is briefing the
participants during group discussion
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First Day Session of workshop
The proceeding of the first day started with the
registration and introductory sessions of the participants.
After recitation the Executive Director, Urban Policy Unit
(UPU) welcomed the participants and thanked them for
taking out their valuable time to develop and update the
existing building byelaws for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The welcome address of Executive Director, UPU was
followed by a series of introductory presentations by
Specialists of UPU. Mr. Farman Ali, Research Associate,
UPU briefly explained the main functions and role of the
Urban Policy Unit.
Dr. Amjad Ali Khan, Sr. Urban Environment Specialist,
UPU briefed the participants about the environmental
impacts of buildings. He stressed upon the key sources of
pollution of our environment and emphasized that while
recommending new byelaws for the province,
environmental issues should also be kept as a priority.
While elaborating complete procedure of three-day
sessions Urban Architect, UPU Mr. Vasif Shinwari made
five groups and assigned to each group different sector of
building byelaws for comparatively analyzing.

observe the ramifications of these building byelaws.
Besides, to impart practical story to the participants and
broaden their exposure and understanding on the
subject.
On this exposure visit the participants were carried to
Peshawar Development Authority (PDA) for discussion
on their existing byelaws and practical impediments
being faced by them during implementation process.
The Director Building Control Agency, Mr. Arif and
Director Planning Mr. Pervez received the participants
at PDA office and briefed them about the history of PDA,
the establishment of the Building Control Authority
(BCA) and the building codes.

Third Day Session of workshop
On the third and last day of the workshop the groups
concluded their discussion and prepared their final
presentations based on their recommendations. The
presentations were made on the five targeted areas
assigned to each group.

Second Day Session of workshop

The group leaders explained in detailed their
experiences, loopholes of the byelaws and
recommendations for further improvement of these
existing building byelaws of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The second day of workshop was started with the groups'
discussion. The groups thoroughly discussed their
assigned topics till noon. And after it the participants were
taken on a short field visit where they could practically

Each presentation was followed by an interactive
sessions among the participants. During the
presentations, the experts discussed some of the
recommendations and raised queries.

Mr. Arif, Director Building Control Agency, PDA is briefing the participants of workshop about Byelaws
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Feedback of workshop Participants
At the end of workshop the experts were asked to express
their views about workshop. They welcomed such
initiatives being undertaken by UPU for updating Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa building byelaws for effective and smooth
implementation.
Ar. Adnan Ahmad Khan, Chairman Department of
Architecture, CECOS University, Peshawar expressed
that the existing Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Building Byelaws
were formulated in 1989 and unfortunately these byelaws
were not revised since that time. For the first time since
1989 a consultative workshop was organized in which
experts were invited for analyzing the loopholes of these
byelaws, he told.

A group leader delivering presentation

The Chairman added that “I think it is now a good initiative
taken by Urban Policy Unit through which the experts are
brought together for comparatively studying & analyzing
Building Byelaws to furnish recommendations for revising
these.”
“I hope we will deliver most appropriate Building Byelaws
which would be easily implemented,” Ms Sumera Izhar,
representative of UNHABITAT. She also urged updating
building byelaws should be a continuous process.

A group leader expressing her views about workshop

UPCOMING TRAININGS TO ENHANCE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE OF THE DEPARTMENTS
Urban Policy Unit is established with a mandate to
facilitate the line departments in building their capacities
and technical expertise leading to professional
excellence.
Such measures would help the line departments in
executing their routine activities and technical
assignments. For this purpose, Urban Policy Unit, P&D
Department in collaboration with USAID has planned key
trainings/workshops.

envisaged that the participants would make use of their
newly acquired technical knowledge and skills for
planning and designing of highway links and junctions,
interchanges, structures and roadside features according
to international standards.

Scheduled Trainings

These trainings/workshops would help enable the
participants to plan and design their projects according to
international standards and guidelines which would
ultimately make the urban sectors functioning
economically sustainable in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
On successful completion of such trainings, it is
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