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&
PLANNING UNIT
VISION
Urban Centers of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
engines of social, economic and cultural
growth, providing improved standards of
living for its citizens, and are globally
competitive.

MISSION
A demand responsive unit, catalyzing and
supporting formulation of sector policies,
institutional reforms, and capacity
development in line departments, to
manage urbanization; with improved
accountability mechanisms.

Please follow us
on Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanPolicyUnitKP

The environmental conditions in urban environmental protection activities;
To become an effective tool in
areas throughout the province and 
across the country expose residents to bringing behavioral changes and
significant public health hazards every u n d e r s t a n d i n g i m p o r t a n c e o f
day from toxics, poor ambient and environmental issues in Urban Cities.
indoor air quality, lack of open and During workshop the Resource
green space. These shabby conditions Persons and participants highlighted
create health risks to urban residents, that most of the environmental
especially high risk populations such as problems are produced due to lack of
awareness, carelessness and people
children and the elderly.
Protecting the urban environment, behavior toward maintaining the
Urban Policy and Planning Unit, environment clean and green. It was
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in told to participants that it has become a
collaboration with USAID organized a common practice of citizens to throw
capacity building workshop at Pakistan waste in the streets, roads and markets
Academy for Rural Development that badly affects the environment of
(PARD) Peshawar to raise awareness surrounding area.
and sensitize the participants for The speakers while motivating the
keeping the surrounding clean & green.
participants emphasized that citizens
The workshop was attended by could play an effective role in controlling
representatives of Government environmental pollution and keeping
Departments/organizations, academic the cities environmentally friendly and
institutions, consultancy firms, NGOs livable.
and others.
At the end the participants of the
Objectives of Workshop:
workshop appreciated the efforts of the

To promote environmental education UPU for arranging the event and
a n d a w a r e n e s s r e g a r d i n g suggested that awareness regarding
environmental issues;
environmental degradation and its

To sensitize the departments, adverse effects on both living and
organizations, professionals regarding nonliving things among the masses
the key urban environmental issues, needs to be generated through similar
and its adverse effects on life;
initiatives.

To motivate them to participate in the
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CAPACITY BUILDING TRAINING ON
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
(PROCESS AND REGULATIONS)
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is used to
predict the environmental consequences (positive or
negative) of a plan, policy, program, or project prior to the
decision to move forward with the proposed action. An
impact assessment may propose measures to adjust
impacts to acceptable levels or to investigate new
technological solutions.

PICTURES OF THE EVENTS

The purpose of the assessment is to ensure that decision
makers consider the environmental impacts when
deciding whether or not to proceed with a project. EIAs are
unique in that they do not require adherence to a
predetermined environmental outcome, but rather they
require decision makers to account for environmental
values in their decisions and to justify those decisions in
light of detailed environmental studies and public
comments on the potential environmental impacts.
In this regard a three day training course on Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) was organized in collaboration
with USAID from April 28-30, 2015. Representatives
including high-up's of the provincial line departments and
diverse group of participants attended the course.
The broad objectives of the Training were:


To identify any potential
adverse environmental

consequences of a development action, so that it may be
avoided, reduced or otherwise taken into account during
planning design and implementation; or


To ensure that any such consequences are taken into
account, both whilst planning and designing an action and
when it is authorized to influence how it is subsequently
managed during its implementation.


To train the planners and decision makers regarding the
purpose, importance and role of Environmental Impact
Assessment in the developmental process and to discuss
the environmental issues, mitigation measures, and
incorporate control measures in planning design and
implementation phases of development projects;
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The participants were educated about the EIA concept,
process, and regulations. They were insisted to take into
account the diverse effects on the environment at the
earliest possible stage while planning, design and
executing the development projects. The participants of
training also realized that environment is an important and
has impacts over developmental process.
During training a participant, Mr. Akhunzada, Director
Industries Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, while sharing his views
thanked the Urban Policy and Planning Unit, Planning and
Development Department for arranging the training and
told that an environmental impacts of development project
must be examined before the planning, designing and
executing any projects.

departments. He shared that such trainings used to be
conducted that creates an atmosphere of environmental
awareness among the stakeholders in public sector. But
that practice had been discontinued and now there was
very little effort on this front. In this backdrop the current
training was a very important step.
He termed all the speakers and topics of the course
relevant and useful for the participants and requested
UPPU for arranging similar Training/Workshop on regular
basis. In the end Dr. Amjad Ali Khan, Senior Urban
Environment Specialist UPPU and Mr. Abdul Sattar,
Training and Coordination Officer, PARD gave away
certificates to the participants.

He said that environmental concerns are such an integral
part of current development scene but unfortunately there
is very little awareness about these issues in the relevant

5Th JUNE, 2015
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY CELEBRATION
World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated every year on
5 June to raise global awareness to take positive
environmental action to protect nature and the planet Earth.
The purpose of World Environment Day is to give a human
face to environmental issues and to empower people to
become active agents of sustainable and equitable
development.
Therefore, every year millions of individuals, organizations,
community groups, schools and businesses forum around
the world take part in activities like clean-up campaigns, art
exhibitions, seminars, workshops and tree-planting drives
to celebrate 5th June 'The World Environment Day'.
Urban Policy & Planning Unit, P&D Department in
collaboration with USAID and Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Peshawar marked the day to raise
awareness among the citizens and to call for global
awareness on taking steps to protect the environment of
the urban cities of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
For generating mass awareness two events were

Giving flowers to motorist during awareness drive
Organized in Peshawar and Abbottabad respectively with
the clear objectives to join with the world community in
celebrating global day for positive environmental action, to
Generate awareness and promote environmental issues to
become active agents of sustainable and equitable
development and motivate the general public to take
interests in the environment protection activities in the
urban cities of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The “World Environment Day” was celebrated to highlight
the importance of the protection and conservation of
environment and natural resources. The Unit celebrated
the day under the theme of “Sustainable Lifestyle” and the
slogan “Seven Billion Dreams, One Planet; Consume
with care”.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE DAY
Urban Policy Unit & Planning Unit, P&D Department in
collaboration with USAID arranged the following activities for
th
public awareness on 5 June, 2015 World Environment Day
(WED) to motivate the public for keeping the environment
safer, clean and green.
A.

WED CELEBRATION IN PESHAWAR

The 5th June day (World Environment Day) was started
from a roadside walk of school students and staff of the
Urban Policy & Planning Unit holding banners printed with
the thematic slogan of the day. After it the school students
and staff members with the cooperation from Peshawar
Traffic Police distributed flowers among the motorists on
main trunk road and city areas to remind the citizens and
sensitize them for protecting city environment.
During this awareness drive about environment about
fifteen hundred leaflets along with flowers were distributed
among the motorists. The drive was highly appreciated
and the citizens hoped that the Unit may initiate such
awareness campaigns to educate the people not to carry
out unwanted activities which harm natural environment
and human health.
B.

school children of Spirit Schooling System, Govt. Primary
School No. 2 & 4 and Vertex Schooling System in
Abbottabad. The students highlighted significance of
protecting environment for human health and keeping the
city clean & green. At the end of function the winners of the
competition were given away certificates and trophies.
Soon after the function, the participants made a short walk
on the main road of Abbottabad city, during which
pamphlets and flowers were given to citizens for
underlining the importance of World Environment Day to
sensitize them for protecting environment.

WED CELEBRATION IN ABBOTTABAD

An impressive function was jointly organised by UPU, EPA
and USAID in the Jalal Baba Auditorium Abbottabad Cantt
to celebrate World Environment Day for sensitizing the
citizens and school children to protect the environment
and make the city clean and green.
While speaking on the occasion, the participants
highlighted challenges being faced by the people due to
depleting water table, deforestation and environment
pollution. They emphasized over launching an effective
mass awareness drives among the masses to play their
productive role in having clean and green environment.
The speakers also realized the need of taking collective
responsibility for sustainability of better lifestyle by the
members of society. Additionally, the relevant
authorities/organizations were urged to work with entire
dedication and commitment for environment protection to
maintain cleanliness in the surroundings.
A debate competition and tableaus on the theme
“Sustainable Lifestyle” was also conducted among the
Hamayun Hilal
Editor & Graphics
Communication Specialist
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TRAINING ON GREEN URBAN FORESTRY
Urban green spaces are a great benefit to our
environment. It filters pollutants and dust from the air,
provides shade and lower temperatures in urban areas,
and even reduces erosion of soil into our waterways.
These are just a few of the environmental benefits that
green spaces provide. Healthy urban forests require a
strong investment not only from the individuals and
communities who are benefited directly from these forests
but also from the professionals providing the expertise and
care to support.
To have green urban cities and highlight its importance
three days training on “Green Urban Forestry” was
organized in Pakistan Academy For Rural Development
(PARD) in collaboration with USAID.
The training was design in a manner to train & enhance the
professional capacity of participants to work for reducing
urban footprints through improved urban forestry/green
development, decrease noise/ air pollution and to provide
habitat for wildlife, improve the aesthetic value of urban
cities, decrease health cost and provide healthy
environment to human population.
Three days training started from recitation of Holy Quran
by Hafiz Adnan Majeed. Soon after opening and during
remaining sessions of training various resource persons
highlighted and emphasized the significant role of green
urban forestry in sustainable urban development and
keeping the environment clean and green.
The participants were divided in five different groups and
were given topics for group discussion. The groups were
told to have brief discussion on Green Kitchen Gardening,
Optimum Use of Human Resources, Non-Renewable
Resources, Renewable Resources and Inexhaustible
Resources.
While concluding, Executive Director, UPU gave away
certificates to participants and told them to work in their
relevant departments for making the city environment
healthy & green through the concept of green urban
forestry.
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BRAINSTORMING SESSION FOR PREPARATION
AN EMERGENCY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN
FOR PESHAWAR CITY
Urban Policy & Planning Unit, P&D Department in
collaboration with United State- Agency for International
Development organized one day workshop to develop
consensus of stakeholders for preparation of Emergency
Traffic management (ETM) in an urban area of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, especially in Peshawar city.
Due to increased congestion in the provincial capital it has
become very difficult to efficiently handle any emergency
situation in the city, causing several casualties. Thousands
of people die every year due to various incidents and
improper handling of traffic during emergencies.

ETM program will consist of a planned and coordinated
multi-disciplinary process to detect situations, respond to,
and handling traffic incidents so that traffic flow may be
restored safely and quickly. It will reduce the duration and
impacts of traffic incidents and improve the safety of road
users, crash victims and emergencies responders.
The workshop was conducted in PC Peshawar and was
actively participated by all relevant government
departments, academia, law & enforcement agencies
including traffic police, Pakistan Army, Rescue 1122 and
others.
While addressing the participants of the workshop
Executive Director, Urban Policy & Planning Unit recalling
the Army Public School terrorist incident, took lives of
hundreds innocent children, told that due to absence of any

proper emergency traffic management mechanism in the
city it was hard for ambulances to transfer injured children to
nearby hospitals for immediate treatment. He further added
that the workshop was organized to find out quick solution
and develop emergency traffic management mechanism in
close consultation with all relevant law & enforcement
agencies for quick redressal of casualties and minimizing
human losses.
Transport Specialist of Urban Policy & Planning Unit told the
participant that an effective management system is needed
to be developed for providing a safer and smoother flow of
traffic during emergencies with zero death rate tolerance
level. And to develop, he added, this system a collaborative
efforts of law & enforcing agencies is required to have a
central body that meets the future emergency traffic
management demands.

The Resource Persons highlighted main goals of
developing Emergency Traffic Management Plan with the
following features;


Development of guidelines / standards / provisions / laws

& policies and their implementation through effective
training and enforcement.

Establishment and up-gradation of infrastructure and
organizational existing system to meet the future demands.

Future planning based on analysis of existing data, using
the scientific approaches.

Development of central body and its effective
coordination/collaboration among different agencies.
The participants were informed that to achieve these goals
the government needs to establish a central body, may be
called as Emergency Traffic Management Authority, which

Add: 30-A Syed Jamal-ud-Din Afghani Road, University Town, Peshawar
Tel: 091-5844260-1 Fax: 091-5703353

TRANSFORMING CITIES INTO ENGINES OF ECONOMIC GROWTH & NICE PLACES TO LIVE
Continued
PICTURES OF THE EVENTS
will be responsible for the emergency management. This
body will be based on three components i.e. transportation
management cell, Intelligent transportation system and
coordination cell. It will perform four major tasks i.e.
preparedness activities, pre-event activities, response and
recovery practices.
The preparedness activities will include detection and
verification, dissemination of information, response,
mapping and GIS resources, coordination with
maintenance agencies, and archival of historic data. The
pre-event activities will include the Establishment of an
emergency preparedness working group; Perform a needs
assessment; Develop a TMC Emergency Operations Plan
(EOP) and Standard Operating Procedures (SOP);
Develop a comprehensive preparedness guide; and
develop a Continuity of Operations Plan. The response and
recovery will depend on the severity of incident.
Further explaining he told that Transportation Management
Centers (TMC) will monitor roadway conditions, provide
support to motorists and field personnel responding to
roadway traffic, and actively managing traffic flow.
Management Centre using the new technologies and
strategies will work together with traffic police to respond to
emergencies events, utilizes limited resources in a costeffective way, and improves safety of the road users.
Intelligent Transport System (ITS) will be the integrated
application of advanced technologies using electronics
apparatus/gadgets, computers, communications, and
advanced sensors. These applications provide travellers
with important information while improving the safety and
efficiency of the transportation system.
ITS may include Incident detection, Variable speed limits,
and
Ramp control, Traffic signal control, Parking
Management, Demand Responsive, Transport
Management, Freight and Fleet Management, Vulnerable
Road User systems, Multimodal Trip Planning, Passenger
Information Systems, Route Guidance and Navigation
Speeding Detection, Variable message signs and route
guidance, Road user charging (RUC), tolling and access
control.
Explaining coordination mechanism among the agencies
he said that the Central Body will coordinate with other
agencies like traffic police, rescue and fire fighter,
emergency hospitals, municipals and contractors, NGO's,
media, NADRA, military and paramilitary forces, law and
enforcement, academia, air surveillance etc. to counter the
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emergency for minimizing risk.
The participants recommended establishing a
Coordination Cell for achieving the above mentioned goals.
The cell would consist of focal persons from each
concerned department. The departments will nominate
suitable focal persons who would communicate with each
other under the cell.
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